Talk for 2026 Infant Jesus Morley
Good morning and thank you for the invitation to share something of the life of St Francis, the influence and inspiration of St Francis today and about the Secular Franciscans and my own Franciscan journey. Especially in this jubilee year of St Francis.
800 Year Celebrations
Over the last few years, the Franciscan family has been celebrating 800 years of many significant events in the life of St Francis.
2023 – the Latter Rule of the Friars and Greccio the first Christmas Crib
2024 – The Stigmata that Francis received on Mt La Verna
2025 – The writing of the Canticle of the Creatures or Brother Sun
2026 – The Easter of St Francis, his transitus, his passing.
We have tried to share the celebrations of these occasions with the wider Church community as well as exploring their meaning within our Franciscan family.
This Sunday at St Lawrence Church Balcatta at 2.30pm we will celebrate the Stigmata of St Francis. All are welcome to come along.
Later in the year we will celebrate the Greccio story.
Highlights of St Francis Life and Legacy
In 2026, we celebrate the 800th anniversary of the transitus of Francis. Not the end of his life but his transition from this life to the next. His welcoming of Sister Death.
Francis’ life was transformed when he heard Jesus speak to him from the San Damiano cross, telling him to “Go and rebuild my Church which as you can see is falling into ruins.” He began by literally collecting stones to repair the building but came to realise the call was to build up the Church by living a radical Gospel life, a life of poverty and of service to the poor.
The life he lived attracted many people to follow him. In this way the 3 branches of the order were formed – the first order for men who became brothers and some priests (Francis was a deacon), the second order when Clare left her home and went to Francis to be begin her life as the founder of the Poor Ladies later known as the Poor Clares, and the third order – for married people and lay people and diocesan clergy, the brothers and sisters of penance who became today the Secular Franciscan Order.
Why in 2026 do we celebrate the 800th anniversary of the passing of St Francis? What does St Francis have to say to us today.
An article on Vatican News prior to the visit of Pope Leo XIV to Assisi on 6 August to meet with young Europeans and encourage them, in the spirit of Saint Francis, an interviewer spoke to Friar Luca de Pasquale OFM, one of the organisers of the event.

Some of what he had to say sums up quite well the relevance of Franciscan spirituality in the 21st century.
“Francis is fascinating. What attracts people to him is his simplicity, his ability to speak to the lives of young people as though he were one of their peers and, above all, the fact that Francis was always a great dreamer. He was never a young man who simply settled for what life offered, and that is something that fascinates many young people.
Whenever I meet young people here, I enjoy asking them a question. Regardless of their age, I always ask: “What is your dream? What is the greatest desire you carry in your heart?” It is sad to hear that many of them do not know how to answer. It is as though they have already given up. Yet when they listen to the story of Francis’ life, they see how he never gave up, but always dared to go further.
Francis touches upon subjects that are very contemporary and highly relevant: care for creation, respect within relationships, and seeing and feeling ourselves to be brothers and sisters in a context increasingly marked by individualism. These are all themes that speak profoundly to people today.”
He shared about the Canticle of Brother Sun (celebrated in 2025)
“The Canticle of Brother Sun is often interpreted as a hymn to ecology, as though Francis were the environmentalist par excellence and creatures were of fundamental importance, taking precedence over everything else in his life.
The Canticle is misunderstood when read in this way. When Francis wrote it, he had just received the stigmata at La Verna. His friars had also pushed him aside and no longer wanted him as Minister General of the Order, so spiritually he found himself in a state of solitude.
The Canticle, which is superficially attributed to Francis as a hymn to ecology, is actually a song to God. Francis draws upon creatures because they bear God’s imprint, and therefore to see them is to see something of God. This helped Francis avoid turning inwards upon his struggles and suffering.”  He praises God through creation. 
There are some copies of the Canticle which as Friar Luca says is a praise of God through his creatures.
So who is this St Francis of Assisi?
I want to share with you a bit of my own journey and what attracted me to the Order.
As a young adult, I had grown in my faith, I was looking for something more to enable me to live my faith more deeply. I searched in different groups and prayer groups. I read lots of saints lives and their writings. I had met the Capuchin friars when I was a child, the stories of Francis and the animals were attractive to me then. As an adult, I was drawn first to the writings and spirituality of St Francis of Assisi because of his love for the Crib, the Cross and the Eucharist (Fr Carmel Flora OFM Cap mentioned this at a retreat and I realised it had answered what I was looking for). 
Francis lived in the late 12th and early 13th century - a time of great growth in material wealth for some including his own family and yet Francis recognised around him the plight of the poor - the materially poor and the spiritually poor. His journey lead him among the lepers of his day. Today we also have a society where some have great wealth and some have nothing, are homeless and struggling to survive. Pope Francis and Pope Leo have both referred to reaching out to the peripheries, to those who live on the margins – this may be physically or through mental illness, being refugees, it may be material poverty or spiritual poverty. Francis recognised Jesus in the poor of his day and he says “what was bitter to me became sweet”.
The Crib
His love for the Incarnation of Jesus Christ and helping his brother friars and the people of God to grow in this love led him to celebrate the first Christmas crib with an ox and an ass and a manger in a cave in the little town of Greccio in 1223.
St Francis, returning from Rome (where Pope Honorius III had approved his rule on 29 November 1223) stopped at Greccio and looking at the caves there he was reminded of Bethlehem. He asked his friend John, who was a member of the Brothers and Sisters of Penance, who in time have become the Secular Franciscan Order, and he asked him to prepare the cave with an ox, a donkey and a manger full of hay. 
On Christmas Eve 1223, the friars and the villagers gathered for midnight Mass at the little cave in Greccio. During the Mass, St Francis preached (he was a deacon) and someone saw a vision of a baby appear in the manger and St Francis picked him up. The hay was taken afterwards and when animals were sick the hay healed them. And women in difficult labour had some of the hay placed on them and they were safely delivered. 
Pope Francis in his letter on the Nativity said,”Awe and wonder are the two feelings that move everyone, young and old, before the Nativity scene, which is like a living Gospel overflowing from the pages of Holy Scripture.”
St Francis wanted everyone to understand the awesomeness of God’s love for us.
The Cross
Francis wept for the Passion of Our Lord and for his sins that Jesus died for. He wrote a prayer for his brothers: 
We adore you, O Christ,
here and in all your churches
throughout the whole world,
and we bless you,
because by your holy cross
you have redeemed the world.
Again he preached to the people about all that the Lord had done for them and called them to repentance. In 1224, he received the stigmata on Mount La Verna when the 6 winged seraph appeared to him and marked him with the wounds on his hands and feet and side. He tried to hide the wounds. They were a visible sign of his interior life of reflection on the Cross. The devotion of the friars to the Cross lead the early Franciscans to give us the Stations of the Cross so that those who could not go on pilgrimage to the Holy Land could walk the way of the Cross.
The Eucharist
Francis love for the Eucharist led him to write in the Letter to the Entire Order: 
O humble sublimity!
O sublime humility!
that the Lord of the universe, God and the Son of God,
so humbles Himself that for our salvation 
He hides Himself under a morsel of bread. 
Consider, brothers, the humility of God and 
pour out your hearts before Him, 
and be humbled that you may be exalted by Him. 
Do not therefore keep back anything for yourselves 
that He may receive you entirely who gives Himself up entirely to you.
These writings and events in the life of St Francis showed me that Franciscan spirituality had a great deal to offer to help me on my spiritual journey. Through a Young Franciscans Weekend I started on the journey. That was 1992, I was professed in 1994 and have never regretted answering the call to follow Christ in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi. He challenges me daily to begin again.
Our new Rule was given to us in 1978 by Pope St Paul VI. The 1883 rule of Pope Leo XIII was updated in light of the Second Vatican Council and the increased focus on the role of the laity in the Church and in the world. It is a truly wonderful document calling us to simplicity of life, peace making and a deeper relationship with the Church, with all the brothers and sisters of humanity and with all creation.
Many people ask what we do as Secular Franciscans - our dear brother Fr Michael Brown OFM would say it is not what we do but who we are. It is living the rule which at its heart is to 
Paragraph 4   The rule and life of the Secular Franciscans is this: to observe the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ by following the example of Saint Francis of Assisi, who made Christ the inspiration and the center of his life with God and people.
Christ, the gift of the Father's love, is the way to him, the truth into which the Holy Spirit leads us, and the life which he has come to give abundantly.
Secular Franciscans should devote themselves especially to careful reading of the gospel, going from gospel to life and life to the gospel.
When I found the Secular Franciscan Order I found a place that I belonged. A place where I could grow into becoming Franciscan. A place where I could serve, share and grow. The local fraternity has been a place that has nurtured and strengthened me along the way.
Let us ask ourselves the question Friar Luca asks: “What is your dream? What is the greatest desire you carry in your heart?”
St Francis dreamed of being a great knight. God had a plan that made him the Herald of the Great King, the Poverello, the little poor man of a Assisi and the founder of 3 orders.
If you are looking for something more in your faith walk, then please come and find out more. The vocation to the Secular Franciscan Order may be for you.
Those who are interested in finding out more about the Secular Franciscan Order are welcome to attend a monthly fraternity meeting (at Maylands or Balcatta). Usually there is a period of “come and see” a chance to discover who the Secular Franciscans are. Following this the discernment begins and inquirers can begin a period of formation lasting approximately 18 months to two years. This culminates in permanent profession in the Order.
There are some brochures on the Secular Franciscan Order, the Christmas Crib at Greccio and the Canticle of the Creatures available.
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